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join the expedition ? Scarcely any one would venture an
affirmative answer even to the first of these questions;
much less to the others. And why ? Because every one
must perceive that by uniting himself with others, no man
can equitably be betrayed into acts utterly foreign to the
purpose for which he joined them. Each of these sup-
posed minorities would properly reply to those seeking
to coerce them: " We combined with you for a defined
object; we gave money and time for the furtherance
of that object; on all questions thence arising, we tacitly
agreed to conform to the will of the greater number; but
wo did not agree to conform on any other questions.
If you induce us to join you by professing a certain end,
and then under/take some other end of which we were not
apprised, you obtain our support under false pretences;
you exceed the expressed or understood compact to which
we committed ourselves; and we are 110 longer bound by
' your decisions."

Clearly this is the only rational interpretation of the
matter. The general principle underlying the right govern-
ment of every incorporated body is, that its members con-
tract with each other severally to submit to the will of the
majority in all matters concerning the fulfilment of the ob-
jccts for which they are incorporated; but in no others.
To this extent only can the contract hold. For as it is im-
plied in the very nature of a contract, that those entering
into it must know what they contract to do; and as those
who unite with others for a specified object, cannot con-
template all the unspecified objects which it is hypotheti-
eally possible for the union to undertake; it follows that
the contract entered into cannot extend to such unspeci-
fied objects; iuid if there exists no expressed or under-
stood contract between the union and its members respect-
ing unspecified objects, then for the majority to coerce the
minority into undertaking them, is nothing less than grosa